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By Bob ByircJ
ANNA J. COOPI
. . . a life o f service
Staff Photographer
Negro Educator Sees 
Life’s Meaning at 100
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“I t  isn’t  w hat we say about 
ourselves, it’s  w hat our lives 
stand for.”
In th is way Anna J . Cooper, 
W ashington e d u c a t o r  and 
w riter, summed up the phil­
osophy upon which she has 
bu ilt her life of service—a 
life which num bers 100 years 
today on her birthday.
She was born in  Raleigh, 
N. C.. the daughter of a slave 
who bought his and his chil­
d ren’s freedom. She devoted 
herself to  Negro education 
after she graduated in 1RR4 
from O berlin w here she earned 
her m aster’s  degree. She was 
called to W ashington as one 
of the first college graduates 
to teach a t the old M street 
high school, then the only 
Negro high school in the Dis­
trict.
H er ability  to  say at 100 
tha t “I don’t  rem em ber ever 
having taken anything ju s t for 
myself” is illustrated in the 
way in which she used the 
education she received a t a 
time when it was unusual for 
any woman, and alm ost un ­
heard  of for a Negro, to  have 
such training.
As principal-elect from 1001- 
06. she set about to  make her 
students eligible fo r the col­
lege scholarships a w a r d e d  
each year to D istrict high 
school graduates.
When she was told tha t Ne­
gro students were ineligible 
for the scholarships, she ob-
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tained assurance from Har- w** 
vard, Yale, Brown and other reg 
colleges tha t h e r s t u d e n t s  for 
would be considered if they!an 
could pass the entrance ex- J1®! 
animations.
“Our two boys accepted at tin} 
H arvard were the first Negro 1 
high school graduates to  en te r ,es{ 
w ithout having to study at an 
academy first,” she recalled.
Continuing h e r own educa- . ® 
tion. Mrs. Cooper received her ~*r 
Ph. D. in L atin  from the Sor- ^  
bonne in 1925. While in France 
she wrote, in French, “Le 
Pclerinage de Charlem agne.” 
which was published in 1925.
In 1929 she became presi­
dent of Frelinghuysen Uni­
versity, founded in 1906 by 
Jesse Lawson for Negroes who' 
wanted to study while holding 
a regu lar job. When a  perm a­
nen t site was needed fo r the 
school, Mrs. Cooper offered 
h e r spacious home a t 201 T 
st. nw., free of charge to the 
school, w here it still rem ains. .
Mrs. Cooper’s voice is clear ^  , 
and full, and though she is \  
hard of hearing and has fail- °  
ing vision, she takes on a 
surprising  vitality  as she talks 
of her plans for the coming M 
years. nigl
At 5 p. m. this afternoon, ifall! 
I M rs. Cooper will he honored com 
a t a reception and p resen ts-m at 
tion planned by friends, can* 
alum ini, and trustees of the have 
university  at her home. I pain
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